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The demesne lands and parks of Sir Henry Maynard

in 1594
by J.M. Hunter

The rediscovery of the 1594 map of Little Easton,
Tilty and Broxted sheds invaluable light on the
evolution of settlement and field patterns on the
Essex Till from the 13th to 16th century; first, in
confirming the ubiquity of former strip-farming in
small common-fields based on hamlets, which
were fast disappearing when the first estate maps
were being made. Secondly, the concentration of
demesne arable into large, often very large fields,
which were sub-divided into smaller units from
the 14th century onwards. The paper looks in
detail at the demesne and two parks of Little
Easton.

Introduction

The former mansion of Easton Lodge, set in its huge
park, is remembered as the seat of ‘Daisy’ Countess
of Warwick, and as a fitting scene for the
entertainment of the future Edward VII and the
Marlborough House set. A bird’s-eye view engraving
of 1756 shows the earlier house of 1597 and park in
some detail (Plate 1), and from that date its history
is reasonably well known with many prints and,
latterly, photographs surviving, The First Edition
OS six inch map (surveyed in 1875-6), with the
remarkable standard of cartography we now envy,
shows every free-standing tree in the extensive areas
of wood-pasture and the phantom lines of the formal
rides and avenues that were depicted as already
mature in the engraving of 1756.

Plate 1 Easton Lodge, a Seat of The Right Hon’ble Charles Lord Maynard in Essex.

{J. Skynner del. 1756. EC. Canot sculpt, ERO D/DMg Z1).
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Fig. 1

THE DEMESNE LANDS AND PARKS OF SIR HENRY MAYNARD IN 1594

\
{ \ l
l MO BROXTED
hY
\-) N\, Sucksted Green
) CHICKNEY  \ Chaureth Hall,
{ \ n /
\ [

NS K

U - . 1

7 =N e
/ \\Molehl| Grreen

Demesne land

SCALE
km  1mile

-

P A
’ e Woodgate End
~ ‘“* e ﬁ\

,’ LITTLE
\l CANFIELD \\.f
\

£~ Bishaps Stortford

Little Faston, Tilty and Broxted in 1594. The demesne land depicted on the 1594 map is shown shaded.
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THE DEMESNE LANDS AND PARKS OF SIR HENRY MAYNARD IN 1594

subsequent enclosure by the holders of the strips
was probably undertaken with minimum
interference from the manor provided that rents and
customary taxes were paid. All hedges on the map
are shown well stocked with trees, probably mostly
pollards at this time as the underwood supplied the
tenants’ fuel. Timber trees were grown in the
woodlands which the landlord retained in hand.
The relatively low population pressure in the 13th
century, evident in the lack of common grazing
areas, may relate to the position of Broxted and
Little Easton on the margin of an area that was
heavily wooded in the late 11th century according to
the record of Domesday Book. The hizarre method in
the Essex Domesday of measuring woodland in
terms of grazing for pigs suggests that the three
manors in the adjacent parish of Takeley could
together graze 2,200 - one of the highest
assessments in Essex. For Little Easton the figure is
800 - very high for its size - and Broxted 350, which
must relate to the southern part of the parish. In

demesne arable
\_ -
seniil demesne pasture ™.
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Fig. 3 Little Easton in 1300.

Broxted the theoretical pigs were fo give way to
crofts and common-fields, in Little Easton to a deer
park.

Little Easton in 1594

Fig. 8 is a conjectural plan of the parish in 1300 with
the manor house and church sited on a spring line
near the centre, and shown on the map of 1594 as
still comprising a substantial complex of buildings.
The tenants holdings lay on the well draining land
between the demesne and the river, with their
dwellings mostly scattered along the main road, then
as now, in a loose type of ribbon development. The
topography (Fig. 4) is dissected plateau, typical of
the Essex Till, where early settlement favoured the
lighter, free draining soils of the main valley and its
rills, the flatter land of the higher contours being
much less attractive for farming and in 1086
providing the woodland that could graze notional
pigs. The subsequent development of the demesne
farmland, establishment of the two parks and
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THE DEMESNFE, LANDS AND PARKS OF SIR HENRY MAYNARD IN 1594

Fig. 5  Little Easton in 1594. The demesne is shown
with shaded outline.

Henry Maynard built his fine mansion on the site
in 1597, which lasted until a disastrous fire in 1847,
and there seems a parallel here with Copped Hall,
Epping, a park which had belonged to the abbots of
Waltham, licensed in 1293. Sir Thomas Heneage
built a new mansion between 1564 and 1567 on the
site of a former house where Princess Mary had been
held under house arrest, itself replacing the earlier
lodge or standing.’® Similarly, the map of 1594
clearly shows an earlier mansion at Easton Lodge,
which probably dated to the early Tudor period and
was itself predated by a great lodge.1”
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The Little Park (74 acres) lay directly below the
manorial complex and its purpose, on prime land,
must have been amenity - a pleasing setting on a rill
leading down to the river Chelmer with pollard oaks,
semi-tame fallow deer, and doubtless somewhere a
pavilion or gloriette; I have argued that the Little
Park at Thaxted fulfilled a similar role,!® and so too
the Little Parks of St. Osyth and Pleshey - the latter
encircling the castle and town. An appreciation of
landscape is evident in planned ‘ornamental
landscapes’ surrounding palaces and seats such as
Kenilworth and Bodiam,'® and it would seem that
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THE DEMESNE LANDS AND PARKS OF SIR HENRY MAYNARD IN 1594

Fig. 6

Little Faston in 1777. From Chapman and
André’s Map of Fssex.

park, the landscape farmed from Ravens has become
considerably more open - the large fields with their
boundaries much as they are today. The road which
formerly linked the south of the park with Easton
Manor has gone, itg line preserved as a field
boundary.

In Broxted, the OS map shows the hamlets with a
similar scatter of buildings as in 1594, although not
necessarily on the same sites, and purprestures of a
later date have heen established on highway land.
Brookhall is now Brookend, and Moor End a
farmstead. A lane and small hamlet south-west of
Moor End had vanished.

Postscript

The Elizabethan mansion was rebuilt following a
fire in 1847. Now only the west wing, Warwick
House, remains, itself rebuilt after a fire in 1918.
The rest of the mansion was demolished in 1950, like
80 many at that time unwanted and too costly to
maintain. However, in 1993 restoration began of the
extensive gardens designed for Lady Warwick hy
Harold Peto and laid out in 1902-3. In 2000 so much
progress had been made that they were placed on the
Register of Historic Parks and Gardens, and the
work continues.

The destruction of most of Easton Park to make
an airfield, while no doubt important for the war
effort, must nevertheless bhe seen as the saddest loss
to the historic environment of Essex during that
conflict, indeed probably the worst loss since the
grubbing of Hainault Forest in the mid 19th century.
On the credit side, the area of the Little Park (Plate
2), crossed by several footpaths, remains an area of
high amenity, and as already noted, the landscape of
Ravens survives much as it wag in 1875, with many
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ancient field boundaries as well as the verdant
character of the valley of the small brook which
marks the southern houndary of the parish.

Author: J M. Hunter, The Market Cross, Thaxted,
Essex CM6 2LD

The Society gratefully acknowledges a donation
from Trembath Welch (estate agents, Market place,
Great Dunmow) towards the cost of publishing
this article,

Notes

1. In addition to the estates described or noted in
this paper, later Maynards acquired Broadoaks
{Wimbish), Yardley Hall (Thaxted) and the
considerable Ashdon Estate, amounting in all to
some 12,000 acres in Eggex in Lady Warwick’s
time, She also had extensive holdings in other

counties.

2. The magnificent deed of grant is preserved in the
Essex Record Office (EROQ) D/DMg T45,

3. P Morant, 1768, The History and Antiquilies of

the County of Essex, vol 11, 431 and 448. Morant’s

Brokehall is spelt Brookehaule by Agas.

Brookhall is used in this paper for the medieval

and Tudor periods. It is Brookend today.

ERO Acc. A9980, D/DMg P25,

Morant, 434 and 463.

Ihid. 462,

J.M, Hunter, 1999, The Essex Landscape: a Study

of its Form and History, Chelmsford: Essex

Record Office, 91 and 157,

Ibid. 130 and 150.

Here large common-fields remained the rule on

the better land umntil late enclosure by act of

parlinment. Hunter 1999, 162,

10, Freeholders were required to attend the court
and were subject to certain manorial perquisites
such as payments at a death. Copyholders were
the successors of the villeing and other categories
of tenant, formerly unfree.

11. Hunter 1999, 116.

12. Morant, 448.

13. Hunter 1999, 99 and 104.

14. Calendar of Inquisitions post Mortem, IV 62.

15. O. Rackham, 1989, The Last Forest, London;
Dent, 12 and 92. Tt is sugpested that the quarters
in Hatfield Forest may have been defined during
the tenancy of the De Bohuns who had divided
their park at Walden into 17 quarters.

16. Hunter 1999, 145.

17, The earlier mansion, pulled down by Sir Henry
Maynard, would have heen built by the
Bourchiers who held Little Faston (together with
Broxted and other Essex manors) from 1365 until
the death of William Bourchier in 1540. See F
Bpurrier, 1999, Esteines Parva - A history of Little
Easton, Five Parishes Publication,

18. Hunter 1999, 113,

19, C. Taylor, 2000, Medieval Ornamental
Landscapes, Landscapes, 1.
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